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	U.S. Representative John Rice Carter was born in Houston, Texas on November 6, 1941. He grew up in Houston and graduated from Houston's Bellaire High School in 1960. Carter attended Texas Tech University where he graduated with a degree in History and then graduated from the University of Texas Law School in 1969.

Carter and his wife, Erika, met in Holland and have been happily married for more than 34 years. They have successfully raised four children in a home centered on Christian beliefs and strong Texas Values. 

In the early 1970's, Carter began a successful private law practice and continued to practice law while serving as the Municipal Judge in Round Rock until 1980. As an attorney, Carter represented the Round Rock and Williamson County communities through their first booming phases of growth in the 1970's and continues to support and guide today's growth. Carter has seen the economy both rise and fall and has a plan to assist residents in Texas District 31 to ensure their prosperity. 

Carter was appointed the judge of the 277th District Court of Williamson County on May 19, 1981. In 1982 he was elected District Judge, the first, county-wide elected Republican in Williamson County history. Carter later was named as the "Father of the Williamson County Republican Party." In 2001, he was honored to have been the recipient and namesake of the Williamson County "John R. Carter Lifetime Achievement Award." He was successfully re-elected four times, garnering over 60 percent of the vote. After 20 years of service to Williamson County, Carter resigned from the bench on November 30, 2001, to run for Congress. 

In November of 2002, Carter was elected to 108th Congress and carried nearly 70% of the vote. His fellow freshman elected him to represent them on the prestigious House Republican Steering committee, which is responsible for the placement of Republican members on committees. He was then appointed by the steering committee to serve on the Judiciary, Government Reform and the Education and the Workforce committees. 

Carter, a life-long resident of Central Texas, looks forward to serving as a voice in Congress for the people of the 31st district and the representing their conservative Texas values.


