DINORA GONZALEZ
Dinora is a former Army Staff Sergeant and a 1987 cum laude graduate of Georgia State University, currently pursuing her Masters of Public Administration. She is known and has been recognized by her peers and the small business community as a dedicated public servant.     
In 1995, while at the General Services Administration, she participated in the Women’s Executive Leadership Program, and was part of the leadership team that briefed Vice President Gore's panel on streamlining the Federal Government.
In 1997, she was appointed Commission Manager for DeKalb County Government and served as liaison between the County CEO and staff, the Board of Commissioners, and the county’s constituents.
She was recruited by the Governor’s office for the state of Georgia, where she led the Planning Core Team in the planning and implementation of Governor Barnes’ first Small Business and Regional Conferences.  She worked with the Legislative Black Caucus, the Governor’s Mentor Protégé Program, and with the various state agencies in identifying and including underrepresented businesses for participation in the state’s procurement process.  

Her interest in small business and economic development led her to a position with the Economic Development Administration (EDA) in 2003 as a project officer administering and overseeing EDA grants to distressed business communities in Tennessee and Alabama.  

She recently re-joined the General Services Administration to work in the Office of Small Business Utilization, Region 4, where she manages and directs the agency’s efforts in its small business programs.  

Dinora is delighted to be back “home” and part of the “GSA” family again.  She is married to Karlton Cook, a program manager for IBM.  They have two “furry” kids – Koco, a German Shepherd mix, and KC, a Labrador Retriever, and have recently moved to Jonesboro, Georgia.
