Jack Faris, NFIB President and CEO

Jack Faris, ranked as the most influential small-business leader in Washington by Fortune Small Business magazine, is the President & CEO of NFIB.  Under Faris’ watch, NFIB has been named Washington’s most powerful business lobbying group for three consecutive years in a Fortune magazine survey of national opinion leaders.  CNBC’s Capital Report program has also named the Faris-led NFIB the “most powerful” lobbying group in Washington, one that has “a way of really getting the attention of members of Congress.”

NFIB draws its clout from its position as a membership-driven organization, which gives its 600,000 members a direct voice to help make their concerns known to policymakers in Washington and all 50 state capitals. 

Faris has been a nationally recognized political advocate since NFIB members waged the fight of their lives against government-mandated health-care coverage in 1993. At that time, The New York Times described Faris as "silver-haired and acid-tongued," as he spoke out on behalf of small-business owners.

More recently, Faris has led the battle to repeal the death tax. When House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Bill Archer included a last-minute death-tax-cutting provision in his 1997 tax bill, Newsday wrote: "In one deft move... federation president Jack Faris and a coalition of small business and farm groups persuaded [House Speaker] Gingrich that greater estate tax relief was a priority." Indeed, the priority status earned for death-tax relief in the 106th Congress led to passage of legislation in the 107th by a bipartisan majority in both chambers that will eliminate the death tax by the end of this decade. As a leading tax-reform advocate, Faris was named by the Bush Administration as a delegate to the 2001 National Commission on Tax Reform.

As the voice of small business, Faris is a nationally recognized spokesperson with regular appearances in leading news outlets including Newsweek, Fortune, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Washington Post, USA Today, CNN, ABC, CBS and NBC.

Faris has led the NFIB since 1992, drawing on the unique experience of growing up in his family's service station business and for 12 years owning his own small business. His background includes business and politics, having served as campaign finance director for Lamar Alexander in his 1978 gubernatorial campaign, and, from 1978 to 1981, as executive director of the Republican National Finance Committee.

Faris keeps in close touch with small-business owners, traveling the country listening to their needs and advocating public policy that will encourage the growth and expansion of small and independent business.

President Bush recently named Mr. Faris to the President’s Export Council.  He has also served on various boards of civic and charitable organizations and currently serves on the National Board of Junior Achievement. 

As President of NFIB, Mr. Faris is recognized as the leading spokesperson for small business in America. Moreover, he is a man with a unique understanding of business, politics and Main Street USA. Faris believes, "If you run a business, you'd better get involved in politics or politics will run your business."

