LEGISLATION STATUS UPDATE INCLUDING CONGRESSIONAL FOLLOW-UP ON GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SECURITY REFORM ACT

March 8, 2001

HOUSE COMMITTEE REORGANIZATION

· Government Reform Committee.

Rep. Tom Davis is Chairman of the new Subcommittee on Technology and Procurement Policy.

Rep. Jim Turner has been appointed Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee.  Rep. Turner was Ranking Minority Member of the disestablished Subcommittee on Management, Information and Technology.  

Rep. Steve Horn, Chairman of the new Subcommittee on Government Efficiency, Financial Management and Intergovernmental Relations, is also a member of the Subcommittee on Technology and Procurement Policy.

KEY ISSUES IN THE 107TH CONGRESS

· IT Management Oversight.
The location of a Federal CIO appears to continue as an open issue.  Rep. Davis and Rep. Turner each introduced legislation during the 106th Congress calling for a Federal CIO reporting to the Executive Office of the President.  The outcome of discussions with the White House will likely determine whether Federal CIO legislation is reintroduced in the 107th Congress.

· IT Security

On March 2, 2001, the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee Chairman James Greenwood sent letters on computer information security to the heads of 15 large and small Federal agencies.  The purpose of the letters was to obtain information on the status of agency implementation of requirements of the Government Information Security Reform Act (GISRA) (P.L. 106-398, Title X, Subtitle G) which was signed into law on October 30, 2000 as part of the Defense Authorization Act of 2000.  The letter requested agency responses to questions by March 16, 2001.  The letter stated that during the 107th Congress the Committee intends to continue its cyber security reviews of Federal agencies and programs that fall within its jurisdiction, including assessments of agency activities to comply with the new cyber security law.
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